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Area State Parks—March 2015 
Adventures, Events & Activities  

From sites rich in cultural history to the scenic beaches of the north coast, 
parks in the Santa Cruz District invite the visitor to explore and enjoy. The 
district stretches from the sand dunes of Sunset State Beach near 
Watsonville up the coast to Montara State Beach north of Half Moon Bay 
and inland to Castle Rock State Park near the town of Saratoga. 

 
 

Rancho del Oso Nature and History Center 
Located 17 miles north of Santa Cruz, at 3600 Highway One, Davenport, California 95017 

Open Weekends Noon to 4 pm.  Call (831)427-2288.  

  

Salamander Saturday featuring Newt Night! 
Saturday, March 7 from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

 
 Salamander Story time at 11 a.m. 
 Drop-in FREE Salamander Critter Crafts from Noon to 4 p.m. 
 Salamander Scavenger Hunt at 1 p.m. 
 Newt Night! at 5 p.m. 
Join us as the Ranch of the Bear becomes “Ranch of the Newt,” celebrating our amphibian 
friends that make their way from beneath rocks and under logs to the creeks, wetlands and 
puddles of the park. Start out your day with Salamander Story time at 11 a.m. where children 
will learn about salamanders and their habitats around the fireplace! Drop in from Noon to 4 
p.m. for a FREE family-friendly Salamander craft.  At 1 p.m., meet at the gate across Highway 1 
from Waddell Beach for a 3-mile guided Salamander Scavenger Hunt on the trail! Later, join us 
for “Newt Night” at 5 p.m. to hear tales and songs of toes growing back, barking salamanders 
and poison so deadly it could kill you! Free. For more information, call (831) 427-2288 or visit 
www.ranchodeloso.org or www.facebook.com/RDOSP 
 
Nature Wander 
Sunday, March 8 at 1 p.m. 
Find out what is growing and blooming right now in the Waddell Valley on this 1 mile, 1.5 hour 
guided walk with docent naturalist Ann Garside. She will share information about the plants of 
Rancho del Oso as the group walks from coastal scrub through one of the last native stands of 
Monterey Pine left in the world. Show up with questions, curiosity and energy to walk and learn. 
Hike starts at the Rancho del Oso Nature and History Center.  

 
Wildflower Hikes  
Saturday, March 14 at 10 a.m. 
This hike starts at the Rancho del Oso gate located along Highway 1, across from the Waddell 
Beach parking lot. Take your time among the wildflowers of Rancho del Oso’s Waddell 
Valley.  Docent and native plant specialist Scott Peden will lead a 4-mile hike to view a variety 
of wildflowers – there’s always something in bloom!  Photographers are easily 
accommodated. Join us for a portion or entire hike; bring lunch, water and energy to hike!     

http://www.facebook.com/RDOSP


For energy efficient recreation –  
California State Parks on the Internet:  <http://www.parks.ca.gov>  

 
 
 
 

  
Events made possible by California State Park Docents, California State Parks and Waddell 

Creek Association. Visit us on the web at www.ranchodeloso.org or www.facebook.com/RDOSP 
or www.parks.ca.gov 

  
# # # 

 

Butano State Park 
1500 Cloverdale Rd., Pescadero, CA 94060, (650) 879-2040 

www.friendsofbutano.blogspot.com or facebook.com/ButanoStatePark 
 
Wildflower Walk 
Sunday, March 1 at 11 a.m.  
Walk along the trails of Butano State Park with Volunteer Naturalist Scott Peden. This is a 
slowly-paced walk with time to discover and identify plants, flowers and animals in the park, and 
allow for photography if you choose. Bring water, lunch or snacks, and plenty of questions.  
Meet Scott at the park's Visitor Center near the entrance station. Allow 3 to 4 hours for this walk. 
 

Events made possible by California State Park Docents, California State Parks and Coastside 
State Parks Foundation. Visit us on the web at www.CoastsideStateParks.org and 

Facebook.com/CoastsideStateParks or www.parks.ca.gov 
 

# # # 
 

Pigeon Point Light Station State Historic Park 
Pigeon Point Light Station State Historic Park is located on Highway One, 20 miles south of Half 

Moon Bay and 30 miles north of Santa Cruz (650)879-2120 
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY  
Saturday, March 21, from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  
Come join us for a habitat restoration workday at beautiful Pigeon Point Light Station State 
Historic Park. Volunteers will remove several large dead lupine plants, as well as carefully weed 
invasive plants growing amongst coastal native plant species.  After the event, a Pigeon Point 
State Park docent will lead all interested volunteers on a guided tour of the light station grounds! 
Bring a water bottle, hat, and sunscreen!  Park Champions staff will provide tools, gloves, 
training, and snacks. Teens 16 and over are welcome when accompanied by a parent or legal 
guardian! Sign up at www.CalParks.org/help/park-champions and click on the March 21 Pigeon 
Point calendar event.  After registering online, the California State Parks Foundation - Park 
Champions staff will send you further information about your event. 
 

Co-sponsored by California State Parks and the California State Parks Foundation 
www.parks.ca.gov/PigeonPoint and www.CalParks.org/help/park-champions 

Follow us on Facebook at www.Facebook.com/PigeonPointLightHouse 
 

# # # 
 

Santa Cruz Mission State Historic Park 

http://www.calparks.org/
http://www.parks.ca.gov/PigeonPoint
http://www.calparks.org/
http://www.facebook.com/PigeonPointLightHouse


For energy efficient recreation –  
California State Parks on the Internet:  <http://www.parks.ca.gov>  

 
 
 
 

Located on School St. off of Mission and Emmet Street in Santa Cruz (831) 425-5849 
March hours: Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sundays 

noon to 4 p.m. 
 
Archaeology Demonstration 
Saturday, March 7 at 1 p.m. 
How do artifacts give us clues to the past? Follow the archeological process from the dig to the 
display, and participate in hands-on activities to discover the stories told by the artifacts. 
Presented in collaboration with the Santa Cruz Archeological Society. FREE. Rain Cancels. The 
Santa Cruz Mission State Historic Park is located on School St. off of Mission and Emmet St. in 
Santa Cruz. Please call (831) 425-5849 for more information. 
 
Wool, Spinning, and Weaving at the Santa Cruz Mission 
Saturday, March 14 at 1 p.m. 
How did an isolated settlement clothe the hundreds of people who lived there? Take an in depth 
look at the cloth industry of Mission Santa Cruz. We will follow the path of wool from the sheep 
to the shirt. You will have the chance to try your hand at a drop spindle and spin your own wool. 
FREE.  Rain or Shine. The Santa Cruz Mission State Historic Park is located on School St. off of 
Mission and Emmet Street in Santa Cruz. Please call (831) 425-5849 for more information. 
 
Building Methods at the Mission  
Saturday, March 21 at 1 p.m. 
Come and see how the oldest building in town was made. We will look at the materials used by 
the Ohlone to build their homes and then at the materials used by the Spanish to build Mission 
Santa Cruz. You will have the chance to get your hands dirty and make your own mini abode 
brick. FREE. Rain Cancels. The Santa Cruz Mission State Historic Park is located on School St. 
off of Mission and Emmet Street in Santa Cruz. Please call (831) 425-5849 for more information. 
 
Mission Cooking Demonstration  
Saturday, March 28 at 1 p.m. 
Come to Santa Cruz Mission State Historic Park and experience different cooking styles used 
by the people who lived and worked here over 200 years ago. There will be a presentation of 
Ohlone and Spanish cuisine including hot rock cooking, tortilla frying on a Comal and baking in 
our Horno. You can even sample the creations and make your own tortilla. The event is FREE. 
Rain cancels. The Santa Cruz Mission State Historic Park is located on School St. off of Mission 
and Emmet Street in Santa Cruz. Please call (831) 425-5849 for more information. 
 
Guided Adobe Tour 
Monday, March 30 at 2 p.m. 
Join us at the Santa Cruz Mission State Historic Park for a guided tour of the oldest building in 
Santa Cruz. Come learn about the many families who have called this 180-year-old mission 
adobe their home. FREE. Rain or shine. The Santa Cruz Mission State Historic Park is located 
on School St. off of Mission and Emmet Street in Santa Cruz. Please call (831) 425-5849 for 
more information. 
 

Events made possible by California State Park Docents, California State Parks and Friends of 
Santa Cruz State Parks 

 

tel:%28831%29%20425-5849


For energy efficient recreation –  
California State Parks on the Internet:  <http://www.parks.ca.gov>  

 
 
 
 

# # # 
   

Henry Cowell Redwoods State Park 
Located Off Hwy 9 in Felton (831) 335-7077 

 
Interested in Becoming a State Park Volunteer? 
Tuesday, March 10 through Tuesday, April 14 
Henry Cowell Redwoods State Park will be offering a Docent Training for 2015. This is your 
opportunity to learn about the park, reach out to the public and be a part of an amazing 
volunteer community. The training requires attendance to classes on Tuesday evenings and 
Saturday mornings. Classes typically last for 2 hours. Once a docent, we require at least 6 
hours a month of volunteering. Please stop by our Visitor Center to fill out a Docent Application!  

 
Basket Making Workshop: Learn how to make a basket with local pine needles! 
Saturday, March 7 from 10 a.m. to Noon 
Friday, March 13 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
Meet at the Visitor Center via the Parks main entrance off Hwy 9 in Felton. 
Join Henry Cowell Redwoods State Park docent Cheryl VanDeVeer for a fun family workshop 
learning how to make a basket from local pine needles. No experience necessary and all 
materials are supplied. Children should be accompanied by an adult. Program is free, parking 
fee $10. 

  
Old-Growth Redwood Walks 
Every Saturday in March at 1 p.m. 
Meet at the Visitor Center via the Park’s main entrance off Hwy 9 in Felton. 
Experience a guided forest adventure on a docent-led walk through the magnificent old-growth 
coast redwood forest. This 0.8 mile long stroll begins at 1pm and lasts about 1.5 hours.  The trail 
is wheelchair and stroller accessible. Program is free, parking fee is $10.  More information is 
available at (831) 335-7077. 
 
Old Growth Redwood Walks with UCSC Intern! 
Sunday, March, 1 at 10 a.m. 
AND Sunday, March 8 at 10 a.m. 
AND Sunday, March 15 at 10 a.m. 
Meet at the Visitor Center via the Park’s main entrance off Hwy 9 in Felton. 
Henry Cowell’s Winter Intern Tyler is excited to share his redwood knowledge with the public!! 
Experience a guided forest adventure in the magnificent old-growth coast redwood forest. This 
0.8 mile long stroll lasts about 1.5 hours.  The trail is wheelchair and stroller 
accessible.  Program is free, parking fee is $10.  More information is available at (831) 335-7077 
 
Birding for Beginners 
Saturday, March 28 at 8 a.m. 
Explore Henry Cowell’s forest and riparian habitats while sharing basic birding knowledge. On 
this walk we will be looking for territorial and nesting behavior. One of our park docents and 
birding enthusiasts will be leading this 1 mile/2 hour long hike. Dress in layers and bring water, 
snacks and binoculars. We will be meeting at 8 a.m. in front of the Park Store at Henry Cowell 
Redwoods State Park. Enter the park from Highway 9 just outside Felton. Heavy rain cancels. 
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Events made possible by California State Park Docents, California State Parks and Mountain 

Parks Foundation. Visit us on the web at www.mountainparks.org or www.parks.ca.gov 
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Wilder Ranch State Park 
Located two miles north of Santa Cruz, on Highway 1 (831) 426-0505 

 
Wilder Ranch Living History Demonstrations and Ranch Tours 
Weekends from 11 am to 3 pm 
Tour of the ranch houses at 1 pm  
Visit an early day dairy ranch and step back in time to the late 1800’s at Wilder Ranch State 
Park. Weekends at 1 p.m., join the 1 hour tour of the 1897 Victorian home, 1896 water-powered 
machine shop, and other historic buildings. You can also play Victorian games or bring a picnic 
to enjoy on the front lawn, visit the farm animals and see what activities are taking place on the 
ranch this weekend; You may learn about hand quilting, watch blacksmithing, or wood stove 
baking techniques. Call (831) 426-0505 for more details. 
 
History, Nature, and Scenic Views:  A Tour of the Grey Whale Ranch Area  
Saturday, March 14 at 9 a.m. 
This challenging guided 3 hour hike will explore the natural and cultural history of the upper hills 
of Wilder Ranch State Park.  Meet at the Wilder Ranch interpretive center.  Bring good walking 
shoes, lunch, snacks, and water. Hike is canceled if rain. 
 
Wilder Ranch Coast Nature Walks 
Saturday, March 7 at 11 a.m. 
AND Saturday, March 21 at 11 a.m. 
AND Saturday, March 28 at 11 a.m. 
On these 2 hour natural history excursions you will explore the plants, animals, and geology of 
the spectacular coastal bluffs. Meet at the Wilder Ranch interpretive center. Bring a snack, 
water, binoculars, and good walking shoes. Binoculars are available to borrow. Rain cancels. 
 

Events made possible by California State Park Docents, California State Parks and Friends of 
Santa Cruz State Parks 
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Big Basin Redwoods State Park 
Located 9 miles outside of Boulder Creek on Hwy 236 (831) 338-8883 

 
Redwood Loop Walk 
Every Saturday and Sunday at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
How do these grand redwoods grow to be so old? So tall? How are they important to humans? 
Join us for this fun and informative guided half-mile stroll through a magnificent old-growth 
redwood forest. Meet the famous Mother Tree, the Father of the Forest and the incredible 

https://mail.ces.ca.gov/owa/redir.aspx?C=ZTKSp4mC1kat--89VgjYnlwIKZZX6NEIYCamOAold_9hAd9_CkzKlBthBdymplxOXs5Bs0GDE3Q.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.mountainparks.org
https://mail.ces.ca.gov/owa/redir.aspx?C=ZTKSp4mC1kat--89VgjYnlwIKZZX6NEIYCamOAold_9hAd9_CkzKlBthBdymplxOXs5Bs0GDE3Q.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.parks.ca.gov
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Chimney Tree on this 90-minute walk. Stroller and wheelchair accessible. Meet at 
Headquarters. 
 
Shadowbrook Stroll 
Sunday, March 1 at 10 a.m. 
Join Docent Hal Anjo as he guides you on a less-traveled trail that takes you by Union Creek, to 
the Sempervirens Falls and back through the redwoods. This is a four-mile, 3.5-hour hike. Bring 
water and good hiking shoes. Meet at Park Headquarters. 
 
Mushroom Hunt! 
Sunday, March 1 at 2 p.m. 
AND Sunday, March 8 at 2 p.m. 
Big Basin is home to many different species of fungi. Some look like our traditional pizza 
mushrooms, but others are wildly colored, strangely shaped, very small, smelly or slimy. Come 
join Ranger Emily Bertram as she hunts for mushrooms. Learn of the important role they play in 
the forest, who eats them and how to identify them. This is a family friendly, easy 1.5-hour walk. 
(Picking mushrooms in a state park is illegal, so we’ll just be looking.) Meet at Park 
Headquarters. 
 
Coffee Talk and Crafts 
Saturday, March 7 from 9 a.m. to Noon 
AND Saturday, March 14 from 9 a.m. to Noon 
AND Sunday, March 22 from 9 a.m. to Noon 
Come to the Sempervirens Room next to Park Headquarters for free coffee or hot chocolate! 
This is a great way to start your day in Big Basin. A Big Basin Docent will be happy to answer 
your questions about the park and help get you going on the right trail. And there is a fun craft 
activity for the kids! 
 
Discover Big Basin Redwoods! 
Saturday, March 7 at 12 p.m. 
Sunday, March 8 at 12 p.m. 
Saturday, March 14 at 12 p.m. 
Sunday, March 15 at 12 p.m. 
Sunday, March 22 at 12 p.m. 
Saturday, March 28 at 12 p.m. 
Sunday, March 29 at 12 p.m. 
Explore some of the park’s less travelled backcountry with docent naturalist Barry Grimm. This 
hike will be individually tailored to your group–so distance can vary from 2 to 8 miles, depending 
on your needs. The pace is always moderate–with occasional short stops to discover the park’s 
unique animals, plants and other natural features. Based on group size, experience level and 
weather conditions, we will choose from the many trails that explore the park’s most scenic 
areas. Dress in layers for changeable weather and temperatures. Bring sturdy walking shoes, 
water and trail snacks. Heavy rain cancels. Meet at Park Headquarters. 
 
The Road Less Traveled—A Dog-Friendly Walk 
Saturday, March 7 at 1 p.m. 
Sunday, March 15 at 10 a.m. 
Saturday, March 21 at 11:30 a.m. 
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Sunday, March 29 at 9:30 a.m. 
On this dog-friendly walk, we travel on North Escape Road, a paved road closed to traffic. We 
tour stunning old-growth redwood groves along beautiful Opal Creek. We'll discuss redwood 
ecology and park history while exploring the deep shade of the redwood forest. This is a fun, 
easy, three-mile, two-hour roundtrip walk. Dogs not required, but welcome! Bring water and 
meet at Park Headquarters. 
 

Meteor Trail Hike 
Sunday, March 8 at 10:30 a.m. 
Join docent Hal Anjo on one of our most diverse hikes—by mountain streams, oak woodlands, 
chaparral and redwoods. You’ll discuss forests, flowers and fires on a six-mile, 3.5-hour hike. 
This somewhat strenuous ascent is rewarded with ocean views on a clear day. Bring water, 
lunch and good hiking shoes. Meet at Park Headquarters. 
 
Volunteer with the Trail Crew 
Saturday, March 14 at 9 a.m.  
Since 1969 the Big Basin Volunteer Trail Crew has helped make it possible for others to safely 
enjoy the beauty of our park. The Trail Crew meets the second Saturday of each month, rain or 
shine. A typical workday lasts until mid-afternoon. Please bring your own work gloves, lunch and 
water. Join us for a unique perspective of Big Basin, a lively and productive experience with 
others who share a love of these redwood forests, and the satisfaction of participating in a vital 
part of the park's ability to educate and inspire the public! Meet at Park Headquarters.  
 
Hike to Ocean View Summit 
Saturday, March 14 at 10 a.m. 
Escape the crowds on this 6-mile, 4.5-hour loop through shaded forest to a hilltop view of the 
coast. Join docent Steve Stolper as we climb the Meteor Trail through the trees, gaining 600 
feet before emerging at Ocean View Summit. After a relaxed lunch we descend back into the 
forest and return to headquarters. Bring *at least* one liter of water, lunch, snacks, and 
appropriate clothing. This hike runs rain or shine. Meet at Park Headquarters. 
 
Berry Creek Falls Hike 
Sunday, March 15 at 9:30 a.m. 
Travel deep into the heart of Big Basin as you experience a wide range of habitats on this 
moderate to strenuous 11-mile-loop hike. Wind through shady redwood canyons and climb dry 
ridges as you hike to the jewel of Big Basin—65-foot Berry Creek Falls. Bring lots of water, 
lunch and wear layers. Docent Bill Rhoades guides you on this seven-hour hike. Meet at Park 
Headquarters. 
 
Wildflower Walk! 
Saturday, March 21 at 10 a.m. 
AND Sunday, March 22 at 10 a.m. 
Join docent Scott Peden and learn to identify many of Big Basin’s flowering plants. You’ll also 
visit several historical spots within the park. Saturday’s walk is a leisurely four-mile, four-hour 
amble that includes two chimney trees and a waterfall. Sunday’s walk is a relaxed five-mile, five-
hour amble that includes a chimney tree. Bring water and lunch. Meet at Park Headquarters. 
 
Outlook from Mt. McAbee  
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Sunday, March 22 at 10 a.m. 
Join docent Hal Anjo on a hike to McAbee Outlook. We'll stop at the top and enjoy the lovely 
ocean views, returning through a beautiful old-growth redwood forest. Difficulty level is 
moderate. The hike is six miles and about three and a half hours. Bring plenty of water, snacks 
and good hiking shoes. Meet at Park Headquarters. 
 
Can You Survive? 
Saturday, March 28 at 10 a.m. 
If you hike, bike, camp or ride horses, then you should have a working knowledge of modern 
wilderness survival. Join docent Steve Stolper for a 5-hour hands-on workshop to learn modern 
wilderness survival techniques. We cover risk assessment, the “Rule of 3s,” equipment, shelter, 
fire, signaling, and water purification. Please dress as you would for a day hike. Wear clothes 
that can get dirty. Bring at least one liter of water, lunch, and snacks. Rain cancels. Meet at Park 
Headquarters. 

 
Events made possible by California State Park Docents, California State Parks and Mountain 

Parks Foundation 
 

 


